Ballybrack-Killiney & Loughlinstown Parish Grouping
Newsletter 19th & 20th June 2021
Resumption of Public Mass
Public Mass has resumed. Our stewards will be on duty, and we would ask you please to continue wearing
facial masks, sanitising your hands, and keeping the safe social distance of 2 meters, both inside and outside the
church. Numbers for public Mass, Weddings, and funerals are capped at 50 participants and Confirmation and
First Holy Communion are not allowed at this time.
The full schedule of weekday & weekend Masses will continue to be streamed on the internet.

Public Mass is celebrated in Sts Alphonsus & Columba church:
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays @10am, Saturday @ 6pm & Sunday @ 10am
and in the Church of the Apostles: Tuesdays & Thursdays @ 10am, and Sundays @ 12pm.
Many thanks to our teams who disinfect the churches regularly every day.

Recently Deceased
Catherine Kelly
We ask God to comfort her family and friends. May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

LOUGH DERG 2021
Registration is now open to “Do Lough Derg from wherever you are” from 3rd to 5th July.
The Prior, Fr. La Flynn, will do the Three Day Pilgrimage himself on the Island during these days. To offer a live link by
webcam in support of those who will choose to do the pilgrimage wherever they are, some of the Lough Derg staff will
also do the pilgrimage in St. Mary’s Church in Pettigo. To register or for further information,
please email info@loughderg.org, telephone 0(0353) 71 9861518. www.loughderg.org

Communion & Confirmation Clubs
Just to remind you that our parish-based Confirmation Clubs, in preparation for Confirmation 2021, are streamed
online from the webcam of Sts Alphonsus & Columba church on the 1st Sunday of each month at 9.30am.
Our Communion Clubs are streamed from the Church of the Apostles on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 11.30am.
We hope that 1st Communions will place in the Autumn after the Confirmations from last year and this.
Many thanks to Carmel Keogh for organising our Communion and Confirmation Clubs.

Exam Prayer
Lord you are my friend and you are with me today and always. You have blessed my life with many gifts and talents.
As the exams approach I feel nervous, so I pray for your peace.
Calm my mind, so that I can think clearly and write down what I know.
Help me to remember what I have learned and to do my best.
Lord, your loving presence surrounds me, Help me to trust that you will guide me. Amen
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Summer Dues
As you know, the Archbishop is introducing Summer Dues due to the financial crisis
caused by the pandemic. Our Summer Dues are being launched this weekend and the
Dues envelopes will be delivered shortly throughout the parish. We are very grateful
to you for your generosity, especially so soon after Easter. Thank you very much.
Many thanks to all who volunteered to pack the Summer Dues envelopes and all who
are delivering them. And special thanks to Sue Seagrave-Daly, Maura McElroy and
Pat Perry for organising same. It is much appreciated. Fr Tom
Dear Parishioner,
In the last fifteen months, we have been unable to do the things we normally do to express our faith and our solidarity with each
other. This is not to say that the life of prayer and charity have ceased, but life's usual patterns have been disrupted, as have
the deep practices that nourish our faith, empower our social solidarity, and animate the mission of the Church towards the
poor and disadvantaged. Along with the countries of the developed world, our country has been fortunate that people have
been supported during the significant economic upheaval and hardship of the pandemic. Even in our grief and loss, we have
much to be thankful for.
Communities and parishes have shown resilience and imagination in their responses to the challenges of the pandemic. For
many this has revealed new ways of collaboration and involvement. We also have to acknowledge that certain aspects of
Church life have been severely impacted. One of these is parish finances, and while we eagerly long for a return to the life that
we knew, we also have to act to ensure that our parishes have the financial minimum they need to survive.
The necessary restriction of public worship has profoundly affected the two essential Sunday Mass collections on which parish
funds depend. The first collection—as you know—supports clergy ministering throughout the diocese as well as sick and retired
priests and priests working in other ministries throughout the diocese. The second collection—the 'Share' collection—supports
diocesan services to parishes especially disadvantaged parishes. In the last financial year, the clergy collection decreased by
54% and the 'Share' collection decreased by 65%. This year the situation is even more grave—with a decrease of 80% and 86%
respectively for the first quarter (January to March 2021 That this would have happened, given the character of the necessary
lockdowns, is not surprising. I am grateful to all who have continued to give so generously in the past 15 months.
This generosity cannot be expected to address the deeper financial challenges which the Archdiocese faces. I have therefore
approved the proposal to hold a new Summer Dues collection to support priests of the diocese. This initiative will follow the
pattern of the Christmas and Easter dues collections giving parishioners an opportunity to contribute to the income that supports
priests.
The Summer Offering collection will be launched on the weekend of the 20th June. In making this appeal, I ask you to remember
that the greatest resource of the Church is its people—both laity and clergy —working hand-in-hand. The age profile of the priest
is rapidly increasing, and there are few vocations to priesthood and religious life. Yet the priests we have in the diocese continue
to serve quietly week-in-week-out while more is being asked of fewer and fewer. The ministry and mission of our Church cannot
continue without this humble, generous service.
I thank you for continuing to support our parishes and the clergy who work among you. Your generosity to this new initiative of
Summer Dues will provide much needed practical and moral support for priests working quietly and effectively at the heart of
every local community of faith.
While great strides have been made in getting the virus under control, there is still a way to go before our country and other
nations are out of the woods. We are facing the summer with its the brighter mornings and long evenings. May the change of
pace that summer brings provide a break from the darkness of the difficult winter we have endured. May the Holy Spirit lift our
hearts, and renew our hope so that in 'our common home' we may share the life for which God created us (see Gen 1:3 1, 2:18,
and John 10:10).

