Ballybrack-Killiney & Loughlinstown Parish Grouping
Newsletter 5th & 6th December 2020
Healthcare Restrictions
Public Worship has resumed since 1st December. Numbers are limited to 50 participants.
All our Masses continue to be streamed online and can be accessed at:
www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/ss-alphonsus-columba-church-ballybrack
or
www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/church-of-the-holy-apostles-ballybrack
Sts Alphonsus & Columba church remains open every day for silent prayer until 6pm
& the Church of the Apostles every day until 4pm.
St Stephen’s Church, Killiney, will remain closed during the current restrictions.
Please sanitise your hands on entering and exiting the church.
Safe social distance of 2 meters needs to be observed in the church and church grounds.
And please wear a mask, rather than a visor.
Funeral Masses, Weddings (and Baptisms) are limited to 25 participants.
Baptisms have resumed, but Confirmations remain postponed until the new year.

Mass Times
Monday, Wednesday, Friday @ 10am: Sts Alphonsus & Columba
Tuesday & Thursday @ 10am: Church of the Apostles
Saturday vigil @ 6pm: Sts Alphonsus & Columba
Sunday @ 10am: Sts Alphonsus & Columba
Sunday @ 12noon: Church of the Apostles

Parish Finances
It has been a difficult year for everyone. So please accept our heartfelt thanks for the financial support you have
been able to offer the parish in these difficult times, by Donations, Standing Orders, and Family Offering envelopes.
Donations may also be made using the Donate button on the parish website.
Please consider supplying the parish with your PPS number so we can claim back tax on your donations.
Thank you for supporting your parish.

Christmas Masses
We will have 6 public Masses for the Nativity of Christ:

Christmas Eve
: 5pm & 7pm: Church of the Apostles; 9pm: Sts Alphonsus & Columba.

Christmas Day
8am & 10am: Sts Alphonsus & Columba; 12 noon: Church of the Apostles.
Numbers are limited so to avoid disappointment and to facilitate HSE contact tracing, places will need to be booked
in advance. Please send an email to ballybrackchristmas2020@gmail.com (not the parish email address) and
up to 2 tickets will be issued automatically by email.
Families with several children are asked to attend the 5pm Mass on Christmas Eve in the Church of the Apostles.
Anyone with a difficulty using the Booking App is welcome to approach Fr Tom directly in advance.

Recently Deceased
Peter (Bert) Broghan
We ask God to comfort his family and friends. May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

Ecumenical Service for Advent
Since individual Confession is still not permitted, we will hold an Ecumenical Advent Service
on Wednesday 16th December at 7.30pm,instead of our usual Reconciliation Service.
The Archbishop has advised against extra congregating at this time, so the Service will be online only
and streamed from Sts. Alphonsus & Columba church.
Our friend, the Rev. Gary Hastings from Holy Trinity, Killiney, will preach and we will reflect
on the Advent readings in preparation for Christmas with the help of seasonal music.

The Annual Christmas Collection for St Vincent de Paul will be taken up at Masses
on 12th and 13th December.
You may also donate by phone 0818 176 176 or at svp.ie/ donate

Crosscare Appeal for Support this Christmas as food collections cancelled

Crosscare is appealing to people to support them on line this Advent as they will be unable to hold their annual Parish
Food Collection for those most in need.
Every December, Crosscare collected thousands of pounds worth of non-perishable foods to restock their foodbanks
and support their community cafés .This year, due to Covid 19 restrictions Crosscare will not be able to launch a food
collection in the Diocese of Dublin as usual. However, in order to ensure they have adequate supplies, they are asking
people to support them by making a donation on line to ensure families struggling to cope can have food on the table
this Christmas.

Crosscare services have been stretched to capacity in 2020 as they adapted to help people on the margins during the
pandemic. When the Coronavirus outbreak began in March, Crosscare worked closely with the HSE and the Dublin
Regional Homeless Executive to provide an extra 100 beds for homeless people. People were able to shelter in good
quality accommodation, with their own rooms to ensure social distancing and personal safety among the homeless
community. Foodbanks have remained open, operating to strict hygiene and Covid safety standards to ensure families
and vulnerable individuals got what they needed. So far this year, over 7,000 food parcels have been distributed.
Demand remains high as many more people in our parishes and communities, who did not need support before, struggle with the economic downturn.
Archbishop Diarmuid Martin said he was proud of the way Crosscare had adapted to ensure that young people, the
homeless, families in need and those who have been further isolated by the pandemic continued to be supported by
Crosscare staff at this difficult time. He appealed to priests and parishes to encourage those parishioners who would
ordinarily have supported food drives and the unwanted gifts appeal to go on line and make a donation:
www.crosscare.ie
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